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Winter and Holiday Safety

Holiday safety is an issue that burns brightest from late November to mid-January, when famllles
gather, parties are scheduled and travel spikes. Take some basic , )
precautions to ensure your family remains safe and injury-free
throughout the season.

Decorate Safely
Decorating is one of the best ways to get into the holiday mood, but emergency rooms see thousands
of injuries involving holiday decorating every season. When decorating, follow these tips from the
National Safety Council:

e Follow the package directions on the number of sets

e Keep potentially hazardous plants (mistletoe, holly of lights that can be plugged into one socket.

berries, poinsettias) away from pets and children.

e Never nail, tack, or stress wiring when hanging lights
and keep plugs off the ground away from puddles and
snow.

e If using an artificial tree, check label for “Fire
Resistant”.

e Ifusing a live tree, cut off about 2 inches of the trunk
to expose fresh wood for better water absorption.
Remember to water it and remove from home when it
is dry.

e Never burn candles near evergreens and know the
risk of burning evergreens in the fireplace-they can
easily flare out of control and send sparks flying into
your room or up the chimney to ignite creosote

e Place your tree at least three (3) feet away from deposits.

fireplaces, radiators, and other sources of heat,
making certain that you are not blocking doorways to
an exit.

¢ Do not burn papers in the fireplace. A flash fire may
result as wrappings ignite suddenly and burn
intensely.

e Avoid placing small and breakable ornaments where

small children and pets can reach them e Artificial snow sprays can irritate the lungs if inhaled,

read the label, and follow directions.

e Only use indoor lights indoors and outdoor lights

outdoors. Go to https://www.nsc.org for more holiday safety tips.

e Turn off all lights and decorations when you go to bed
or leave the house.
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e Replace light sets that have broken or cracked

sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose connections.

This is for informational purposes only and is not intended as medical or legal advice. © 2007-2010, 2017

Zywave, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission by the State of Delaware’s Insurance Coverage Office.
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Safety Focused

Electric Vehicles:
Be cautious in wet and
flooded conditions:

The battery in an electric vehicle can sometimes catch fire if it
comes into contact with water, a risk that matters for people in
areas prone to hurricanes and flooding.

In normal circumstances, about 25 out of every 100,000 EVs
catch fire annually, according to AutolnsuranceEZ. That
number is not necessarily high. For every 100,000 gas-powered
cars, about 1,500 fires are reported every year, usually due to
fuel leaks or crashes.

However, in areas prone to flooding or hurricanes, EVs do
increase the risk of fire within the vehicle itself and to the
surrounding buildings.

Security cameras caught the beginning of a devastating fire
in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene this year. An EV burst

into flames in a garage after salt water flowed into the structure.

The blaze took the car and garage in less than a minute and
then went on to burn down the house.

Never drive or leave an EV parked in an area prone to
flooding, according to Florida fire rescue officials. EVs should
be moved to higher ground well before inclement weather and
be parked at least 50 feet from buildings.

If an EV stalls in rising waters, do not attempt to restart it. Get
out of the vehicle immediately and move to higher ground.
When the threat passes, contact your insurance company. Do
not attempt to start or operate the vehicle until it is inspected by
an authorized repair shop.

This is for informational purposes only and is not intended as medical or legal advice. © 2007-2010,

2017 Zywave, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission by the State of Delaware’s
Insurance Coverage Office.
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Find more information at www.weather.gov.

PORTABLE FIREPLACE SAFETY

There is nothing like sitting by an open fire on a cold

night. Indoor and outdoor portable ethanol burning
fireplaces have become more popular in recent years.
While these products provide ambiance and a little warmth,
keep in mind the fuel, device and open flame can be
dangerous.

Fireplace Safety

- A portable ethanol burning fireplace, and the fuel,
should only be used by adults.

- Clean up any fuel spillage and be sure all liquid has
evaporated before lighting the fireplace.

- Light the fireplace using a utility lighter or long
match.

- An adult should always be present when a portable
fireplace is burning.

- Place the fireplace on a sturdy surface away from
table edges.

- It’s a good idea to crack a window open for a fresh
supply of air.

- Never try to move a lit fireplace or one that is still
hot.

- Don’t pour ethanol fuel in a device that is lit or not
completely cool. It may result in a fire or injury.

- Allow the device to cool down for at least 15
minutes before refueling.

- Extinguish the flame when you leave the room,
home or go to sleep.

Go to www.nfpa.org for more information.
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